2O4                               D E      LESSEPS
After further heated discussion, in the course of
which M. Brisson refused to withdraw his motion, it
was put to the vote and the Government won by a
large majority. In the end, the Bill itself was thrown
out by a majority of six.
We have dwelt at some length on these political
circumstances because they directly affected the posi-
tion   of   the   Panama   defendants.     Originally   the
principal judge in the Court of Appeal had postponed
the hearing of the case until January loth, 1893, " with
engagements for all the defendants to appear on that
date.    But," the judge had added,  " I make some
reserves in the case of M. de Lesseps, as being ill."
Now, as a result of the accusations which had been
brought before the Committee of Inquiry, the Govern-
ment decided to institute proceedings forthwith against
Charles de Lesseps, Henri Cottu, Marius Fontane, and
Sans Leroy, on the test charge of corrupting public
functionaries.    The penalty for persons convicted of
giving or receiving bribes in order to obtain contracts,
distinctions,    or   other    favours    from    the    public
authorities, was from one to five years' imprisonment,
which might be reduced to a few months imprisonment
if the offer of a bribe had had no effect.    This was
an altogether different charge from that of swindling
which the Panama Directors were required to answer,
but  three  of them were  concerned  in  these  fresh
proceedings.
The action followed immediately upon the Panama
Committee's challenge to the Government in the debate
of the 15th. The Premier and the Minister of Justice
left the Chamber of Deputies, and went at once to set